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Press Release

PEFC Austria meets Dutch Procurement Criteria

The Dutch Timber Procurement Assessment Committee (TPAC) judges that PEFC Austria meets the Dutch Procurement Criteria for timber. This is of importance as the Dutch government has to procure 100% sustainable timber from 2010 onwards. Previously, TPAC approved FSC International as well as the national PEFC systems of Germany, Finland, Sweden and Belgium. 
The assessment of PEFC Austria was very straight forward, according to TPAC chairman Helias Udo de Haes. The system has a clear structure and a clear set of criteria which aligns with the Dutch Procurement criteria. Certain issues, however, can be improved, as for example, the involvement of local people and stakeholders in forest management. 
PEFC Austria focuses on regional certification, as other national PEFC systems. This enables small forest owners to have their forests certified. 

At present, two certification systems are still under assessment: the Malaysian MTCS and PEFC International. TPAC expects to announce the assessment results of both systems shortly. 
Dutch Procurement Policy

The TPAC assessments – which are based on the Dutch procurement criteria for timber – enable the Dutch government to identify and procure timber that is produced sustainably. From 2010 onwards, the Dutch government is committed to sustainable procurement.
The final assessment report of PEFC Austria can be found here. For further information please contact Myrthe Haase, Secretary TPAC; telephone +31 (0)70-3586300, email mhaase@smk.nl, website www.tpac.smk.nl
