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TPAC Press release 7 June 2011

TPAC confirms its positive judgement of PEFC International

After careful consideration of the objection filed by five Dutch NGOs, TPAC concludes that there are no grounds for revising its positive judgement of PEFC International for the Dutch market. This means that the PEFC certificate continues to be valid proof of sustainability as is demanded by the Dutch Procurement Policy. 
The objections of the NGOs concerned various aspects of the PEFC certification system, including the protection of biodiversity and the participation of indigenous peoples. In an official statement sent to the parties today, TPAC responds to each of the objections. The comments of the NGOs have persuaded TPAC to revise some of the scores on criterion level, but the overall judgement concerning PEFC International is unchanged.
The Malaysian certification system MTCS – which falls under the PEFC umbrella and was judged as ‘not conforming’ in October last year - is excluded from the positive TPAC judgement. Based on TPAC’s findings, State Secretary Atsma asked the Malaysian certification Council to improve its system. Recently, Mr Atsma has expressed his wish to accept MTCS for the Dutch Procurement Policy due to the progression made.
PEFC standards 
From 2008 onwards TPAC assessed all relevant standards and procedures of PEFC International, as well as five national PEFC systems to substantiate its judgement. These five national systems - of Finland, Sweden, Germany, Belgium and Austria - supply about 90% of the PEFC timber on the Dutch market. 
Recently the PEFC General Assembly adopted a new meta-standard for sustainable forest management, thereby further improving the international system.

The Dutch Timber Procurement Assessment Committee (TPAC) is commissioned by the Ministry of Environment to assess timber certification systems on behalf of the Dutch Green Public Procurement Policy. The independent organisation SMK runs the TPAC secretariat.

For further information contact Ms Myrthe Haase, TPAC secretary.
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