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Press Release

PEFC Belgium meets Dutch Procurement Criteria

The Dutch Timber Procurement Assessment Committee (TPAC) judges that PEFC Belgium meets the Dutch Procurement Criteria for timber. This result implies that the greater part of the certified timber on the Dutch market is eligible for Public Procurement.  “It has not been a simple assessment” says TPAC chairman Helias Udo de Haes. “The Dutch criteria for sustainable forest management are partially covered by the new Belgian Forest Law and partially by PEFC Belgium. This required some additional research.”
“In principle, it is irrelevant whether sustainable forest management is established through certification or legislation”, explains Udo de Haes, “although if established through legislation, it is of upmost importance that forest law is complied with and that law enforcement takes place.” In order to verify the latter the Committee participated in an assessment of the Walloon Forest. The Committee was impressed by the large number of auditors involved in enforcement of the Belgian forest law. 
Presently there are still three certification systems awaiting a Final Judgement of the Committee: PEFC Austria, the Malaysian MTCS and PEFC International. 
In September/October TPAC organised a Stakeholder Forum for PEFC International; environmental organisations, timber companies and other stakeholders of sustainable forest management exchanged their own practical experiences with PEFC International. The Committee received a large number of comments. PEFC International now has the opportunity to review the comments. Following the conclusion of the assessment procedure, the Committee will report back on how stakeholders’ contributions have been taken into account.  
Dutch Procurement Policy

The TPAC assessments – which are based on the Dutch procurement criteria for timber – enable the Dutch government to identify and procure timber that is produced sustainably. From 2010 onwards, the Dutch government is committed to sustainable procurement.
For further information please contact Myrthe Haase, Secretary TPAC; telephone +31 (0)70-3586300, email mhaase@smk.nl, website www.tpac.smk.nl
